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New Records of the Genus Scapho.num(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae
Scaphidiinae) from Yaeyama Group, the Ryukyus, Japan,

with Description of a New Species

Hideto HosHINA

Department of Regional Environment, Faculty of Education & Regional Studies,
Fukui University, Fukui City, 910-8507 Japan

Abstract  The genus Scaphoxium Lobi, 1979 is discovered from Yaeyama Group, the
Ryukyus, Japan. A new species, S hit・ano1 sp nov., is described. S taiwanum LOBL, 1980 is
recorded for the first time from Yaeyama Group. As a result of this study, number of Japanese
species of Scapho tum becomes four.

The genus Scaphoxium LOBL (1979) belongs to the tribe Scaphisomatini of the subfamily
Scaphidiinae(LOBL,1997). LOBL (1981) recorded the genus from Japan for the first time and
described a new species, S. Japonlcum from Honshu and Shikoku. Later, HosHINA& SUGAYA
(2003) added a new species, S kunlgamlense, to the Japanese fauna from Okinawa Is., the
Ryukyus. Recently, I had an opportunity to examine two species of Scaphoxium collected from
Yaeyama Group, the Ryukyus. My careful examination revealed that one was a new member of
thjs genus and the other was a known species, S taiwanum LOBL,1980,of which the forme「 iS
descrjbed as a new species under the name, S hiranoi sp n o v and the latter is recorded f「om

Japan for the first time.
The holotype designed in this study is deposited in the collections of the Museum of Natu「e

and Human Actjvjtjes, Hyogo(MNHA). A paratype is preserved in my collection. BefO「e 9oin9
further, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Yukihiko HIRANo(Kana9aWa P「of・) fo「 his
continuous help.

Scapho;,aum hiranoi HosHINA, sp nov.
(Japanese name: Yaeyama-o-nagakeshi-deokinokomushi)

(Figs.1-7)

Male and female co1oratjon: Dorsum shining, almost conco1orOuS b「own; antennae With
1st_2nd segments light brown, 3rd_5th segments whitish brown,7th-11th So9mentS 9「ayiSh
brown,6th segment a11ttleljghter than7th; tibiae light brown; ta「Si a little Ii9hte「 than tibiae;
other parts of legs brown; propygidium and pygidium light brown; undo「Su「face Shinin9,
mesosternum and venter ljght brown, metasternum a little da「ke「 than meSOSte「num・

Measurement of holotype: Body2.1 mm in length; head 0.52 mm inion9th(f「om ante「iO「
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1

2

A

B

Fi9S・ 1-3・ Sea/フ/1oX1lm /11'a'101 Sp nov. - 1 , body 2, pronotum, lateral vjew 3, antenna scale A: 1 mm for
Figs.1 and2. Scale B:1 mm for Fig3.

ma「9in of lab「urn to base) and 0.48 mm in width; pronotum 0.80 mm jn1englh and egO mm In
Width; elytra 1 .30 mm in length and 0.g4 mm jn wjdlh

Body almost glabrous, about2.2 times as long as wjde
Head about 1・1 times aston9 as wide, almost impunctate and smooth; frons flat; all segments

of antennae Ion9e「 than Wide; 「elative lengths of antennal segments from2nd to 11th segments as
follOws:25 :2・5 :3・4 :3.2 :3.6 :3.4 :3.0:3.7 :3.6 :4.9;11th segment stjck_1jke(Fjg3)

P「onOtum about 1・1 times as wide as long, slightly narrower and about 060 times as long
as elyt「a, Widest at base, Simply curved and narrowing towards the apex along lateral margins
St「on9ly Sinuate in the middle of posterior margin in dorsal view(F1g.1), weakly protected
basally at late「o-Vent「al margins in lateral view(Fig 2), almost smooth and lmpunctate except



Soap/10,、iutn from Yaeyama Group, the Ryukyus

4 5 6 7
Fi9S・ 4-7. SCaP/1oxlu't1 hi'a'lot sp nov. - 4-6, aedeagus 4, ventral view 5. dorsal view 6, lateral vjew; 7

inner sac of median lobe, dorsal view. Scale:1 mm for Figs. 4-6 and 0.3 mm for Fig7.

for in very small quantity of extremely fine punctures.
Scutellum covered with the prominent portion of pronotum and invisible in dorsal view

(Fig.1).
Elytra widest at about 1/6 from base(Fig. 1), about l 4 times as long as wide, almost

smooth; disca1 punctures dense and fine(Fig. 1); sutural stria fine, almost as long as elytra, fee-
bly sinuate, curved outwards along basal margin and terminate af t/3 from suture(Fig. 1).

Propygidium and pygidium almost impunctate; pygidium with a pair of fine setae at about
apical 1/4of lateral margins.

Undersurface almost smooth; mesosternum and venter almost impunctate; metasternum
sparsely and weakly punctate.

Legs slender; fore tibiae feebly narrowed from basal 2/5 to base at inner margins and
almost straight at external margins; middle and hind tibiae simply stick-like.

Aedeagus slender (Figs. 4-6), about 13 mm in length (from base of the median lobe to
apex of pat-ameres) and 0.30 mm in width in ventral view; the median lobe sharply narrowed at
apical 1/4 and slightly narrowing to apex, round at apex in ventral and dorsal views, and weakly
curved in lateral view; parameres slender, asymmetrical, feebly curved inwardly in ventral and
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dorsal views, round at apex, and without apical setae; internal sac simple, with a pair of slender
sclerites(Fig 7).

Body length 2.1-2.3 mm.
Distribution. Japan: the Ryukyus: YaeyamaGroup(Ishigaki Is).
Type series. Holotype, , emote, Ishigaki Is., Yaeyama Group, the Ryukyus,26. IV.

1981, Y. HIRAN01eg. (preserved in MNHA). Paratype, l , Mt. 0moto, Ishigaki Is., Yaeyama
Group, Ryukyus,25. X. 1996, Y. HIRANoleg.

Remarks. The present new species can be easily distinguished from Scaphox;tum talwanum
LOBL, 1980, by having a large body. S hiranoi sp nov. is similar to S kunigamiense HosHINA
et SUGAYA, 2003, but the median lobe of aedeagus in the former species is relatively robuster.
Moreover, this species also resembles S grande described by LOBL(1986a) in appearance, but
the parameres are longer.

Etymology. Name of this new species is dedicated to Mr. Yukihiko HIRANo who lent me
valuable specimens for the present study.

Soapbox:tum taiwanum LOBL, 1980
(Japanese name: Taiwan-nagakeshi-deokinokomushi)

SCaPhOXlum taiWanu'n LOBL, 1980, 121 (type locality: Taiwan); LOBL, 1986b:351; LOBL, 1990: 612
LOBL,1992:570; LOBL,1997: l51; LOBL,1999:740

Distribution.  India, Nepal, Thailand, China, Taiwan, Japan: Ryukyus(Yaeyama Group)
- new record.

Specimens eXamlned. 1 , 1 早, Mt.0moto, Ishigaki Is., Yaeyama Group, Ryukyus,3. m
2003, H・ HOSHINAle9.;1 早, Mt. Fukai-0moto, Ishigaki Is., Yaeyama Group, Ryukyus,4 m

2003, H・ HOSHINAle9.;1 早, Komi, Iriomote Is., Yaeyama Group, Ryukyus,17. 111.2006, H
HOSHINA leg.

Notes・  This Species iS recorded for the first time from Yaeyama Group, the Ryukyus,
Japan.
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