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Trichognathella, replacement name for the genus
Trichognatha Gallon, 2002 (Araneae,
Theraphosidae, Harpactirinae)

Richard C. Gallon
23a Roumania Crescent,
Llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP

Gallon (2002: 225) proposed the generic name
Trichognatha Gallon, 2002 for a single species of
theraphosid spider, Pterinochilus schoenlandi Pocock,
1900. Trichognatha Gallon is a junior homonym of
Trichognatha Latreille, 1829: 374, a carabid beetle
genus.

Trichognathella nom. nov. (gender feminine) is
proposed as a replacement name for Trichognatha
Gallon. The name is derived from the Greek thrix (hair)
and gnatha (jaw), with the Latin diminutive suffix
-ella alluding to the relatively small size of the species.
The specific epithet of the type species is a patronym
of Dr Schönland. Schönland is a German name
so, as a patronym, should appear with ‘‘oe’’ rather

than ‘‘o’’ in place of the ‘‘ö’’ (ICZN, 1999: Article
32.5.2.1).

I thank Christian Kramer for drawing my attention to
the homonym. Günter Schmidt and Norman Platnick
are thanked for their help and discussions relating to
the spelling of Schönland’s patronym. Siobhan Bartley
(Assistant Librarian, Entomology Library, BMNH) is
thanked for verifying the Latreille reference.

References

GALLON, R. C. 2002: Revision of the African genera Pterinochilus
and Eucratoscelus (Araneae, Theraphosidae, Harpactirinae)
with description of two new genera. Bull. Br. arachnol. Soc.
12(5): 201–232.

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON ZOOLOGICAL NOMEN-
CLATURE 1999: International code of zoological nomenclature
(4th ed.). 1–306. London, International Trust for Zoological
Nomenclature.

LATREILLE, P. A. 1829: Crustacés, arachnides et partie des insectes.
In: G. Cuvier, Le règne animal, distribué d’après son organis-
ation, pour servir de base à l’histoire naturelle des animaux
et d’introduction à l’anatomie comparée (2nd ed.) 4: 1–584.
Paris, Déterville.

62 Capture precocity in Anelosimus studiosus


